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Important events in  

September, 2013: 

 

 Handing over  

 Manthuvil - Multi 

purpose hall. 

 Kokkuthoduvai - 

Fisheries Rest 

 Welioya - 03 pre-

schools  

 Women Coopera-

tive 

 Norway Embassy 

Visit to Mullaitivu 

 

Recovery of Kovilwayal 

Kovilwayal is about 2km from Yakkachchi junction to Kaddaikkadhu, 
Vettilaikkerni path. There are farming, fishing, labour and tapping work-
ers. 
  
These people have been displaced three times 
from their original location in 1985, 1991 then 2007, 
finally being resettled in 2010 Sep 14th. 
  
As per FIRM’s assessment in March 2013, there 

were 218 families consisting of 753 individuals (365 males & 388 females). 
Within these there were 231 children and 30 women headed families consist-
ing of 26 widows. 
  
Families were resettled with very basic facilities to protect themselves with available resources. 
However few families received temporary shelters, another few received permanent houses. How-
ever there was a need and request for at least transitional shelters and water sanitation facilities. 
  
RAHAMA joint hands with FIRM and have since given 44 transitional shelters, 44 permanent toi-

lets and 5 wells to the selected 44 families (159 individuals). These families are very happy with 

the assistance and they have cleared a 200m path with their participation to access their houses.  

Re-activation of fishermen society of Kokkuthoduwai 

Kokkuthoduwai is a coastal village of Mullaitivu district and 510 families from the village are reset-
tled after 28 years in their original areas from 2011. 
 
FORUT – RAHMA supported the 100 families by providing transitional shelters, toilets, renovated 
11 drinking water wells and one 100’x 20’ temporary learning space to the village during 2012. 
 

The main income generating activities of the families are 
lagoon and deep sea fishing, farming and animal hus-
bandry rearing. This fishermen society of Kokkuthoduwai 
has made a request to have a space and that it should be 
near the lagoon and the sea for the society’s activities in 
the village. 
 
RAHAMA is constructing a permanent building costing two 
million with the participation of the Federation of the Fish-

ermen Cooperative Societies Union of Mullaitivu with the approval of PTF and the support of the 
government agent and director of the fisheries department. 
This building will help the society to recommence their activities related to the society (currently 
56 families consisting of 179 individuals) and the development of the member families of Kok-
kuthoduwai.  

Working Women Forum 

101 women from Mullaitivu commenced their livelihood through Mul-
laitivu women cooperative. One of the beneficiaries Mrs. Shareef 
Rushana is a 43 year age with 5 children and her mother 63 years old 
explained their situation. 
 
―We are sleeping peacefully and having meals three times a day 
thanks to God too…‖  
Mrs. Rushana  had to undergo police inquiries ,but now she is free 
from all those issues. 
The Women Cooperative system accepted them and now they have started their livelihood activi-

ty, there are customers coming to their location to buy mats. Sometimes they take the mats to 

outside markets too. Their living situation is becoming normal; and children are going to school 

with prestige. They are proud of them.  
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Back to the Base 

In Jaffna Tellipapai division there are 100 shelters and toilets in progress with the support of 
CORE and government authorities to the new returnees at selected villages.  
 
Mrs Sutharsan Sutharshini from Kalpidunki village in Maviddapuram South GS says that the 
first time she was displaced was in 1989 followed by continuous displacement. It was in 
1995 that she reached Vanni. In 1996 she got married as her parents arranged. In 1998 she 
was separated from her husband with two kids and from 2000 she is the head of her family. 
 
In 2002 she returned to Jaffna with her two children and stayed with her parents at Karaved-
dy. After her father passed away she started to do servitization at church and worked there 
to look after her two children and mother.  
 
This year she tried to resettle in her own land but in the beginning she was unable to receive any assistance from anybody. In 
May RAHAMA – CORE came with a list including her name. Now the construction of a shelter and toilet are in progress as 
she is unable to help with the construction, the working team is assisting a lot in clearing land and unloading materials.  
Her children are teenagers and studying at Karaveddy after their 3rd term exam they’ll be fully resettled at their own home. 
She hopes for positive change from here. 

Produced By: Recovery and Humanitarian Action Management Agency—RAHAMA Information Unit. 

Women Empowerment and Peace Building 

64 Mullaitivu women cooperative members participatory trained in gender and family economy on 
12 & 13th July 2013. The message given to them was that it was better to join hands (men & wom-
en) and work together as this greatly improves the effects on home base products.  
Both Tamils and Muslims jointly participated in the training and expressed their views in a transpar-

ent manner. However the evaluation given showed that they learned what sex is and what gender 

is. Every woman should be encouraged with home based economy. 

Before the Business planning work shop was conducted a Business counseling session for Kurumbaisiddy women society 
members was held on 17.th August 2013. Twenty four women earnestly participated at the meeting.  
The Objective of the Session was 

 Gain a better understanding to identify  business enterprise  focused feasibility & 
sustainability . 

 Gain a better understanding of a livelihood and what it comprises of. (Natural, physi-
cal, human, Financial, & social) 

 Be provided knowledge to strengthen value chains for long term impact. 

 To promote effective, self-sustaining women society that offer factual- social, busi-
ness and finance solutions & also 

 prop up true development  to lead long-term sustainability. 
 
Trainers used the brain storming method to collect participants’ ideas. 
The session concluded with Women's work is never finite—women strive to create lasting effects. Fixing on the long-term 
progress and well-being, they are motivated to achieve true development.  Women are the back bone of each family and also 
the society, therefore it is important to identify challenges, priorities and work together.  

Economic development exemplifies our commitments through availability of and access to resources that elevate and ex-

tend our impact beyond the duration of a project. Moreover strengthens the long-term benefit for many women. 

Women commitment Drive Changes Through Economic Empowerment 

Effort  to reduce alcohol production: an  alternative approach by Women 

VOGT selected 30 women headed families and have given Micro Finance Assistance to product 
―Panangkaddy‖ (Jaggary) with Karupany syrup (this is a Palmyra product from alcohol). 

One of the beneficiaries Ms. S.Nanthini (28 years old) is a head of a Family from a marginalized com-
munity and she had faced a lot of harassment from her husband and she abandoned him. He remar-
ried and is living in Vanni. During the war she was injured on the forehead, leg & spine. She has two 
children, a daughter aged three years and Son two years old. They are economically deprived and 
socially and culturally backward which makes them vulnerable to different kinds of social problems. 

But, she is very brave. She said “Two years ago I did not know how to live or earn significantly. Now I joined VOGT’s group 
and save periodically I just thought I can support my children, earlier I was scared what tomorrow will be?’ When I look back, 
I really feel it has added a lot of value to my way of thinking ... this way I am more willing to take a risk, this way I don’t feel 
scared about our bread and butter in this juncture I thank VOGT for its support ” 
 
At this instant, she is engaged as a housemaid, when she is free she helps her mother who is full time occupied with Panan-
kaddy preparation. Now she too can apply to the (Palmyrah products – Panankaddy) livelihood project which was proposed 
by VOGT– RAHAMA to reduce alcohol production. 

Business Counseling Session held at Kurumbasiddy 


